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PAGE 01 BANGKO 17658 201003Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 10-13 ISO-OO AGR-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-03 H-01 INR-10 INT-05 L-03 
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000883 201227Z/50 

R 20093 1ZJUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6532 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BANGKOK 17658 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD 

SUBJECT: THE RTG SHOWS RENEWED INTEREST IN GATT 

A MINISTRY OF COMMERCE OFFICIAL HAS CONFIRMED PRESS 
REPORTS THAT THE RTG NOW INTENDS TO JOIN GATT. 

THE OFFICIAL EMPHASIZES, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS A DECISION IN 
PRINCIPLE ONLY. ONLY AFTER THE RTG AMBASSADOR IN 
GENEVA REPORTS BACK ON THE CONDITIONS OF ENTRY ALONG 
WITH AN EVALUATION OF THE BENEFITS TO THAILAND WILL A 
DECISION BE MADE. AT THIS TIME THEY ARE INCLINED TO 
FAVOR PROVISIONAL OVER FULL MEMBERSHIP. THE OFFICIAL 
INDICATED THAT THEIR FINAL DECISION ON THE MATTER 
WOULD NOT BE HURRIED. EMBASSY AWARD THAT DURING 
RECENT EEC-ASEAN MEETING IN BANGKOK, EEC OFFICIALS 
STRONGLY URGED BOTH THAILAND AND THE PHILLIPINES, 

TO JOIN GATT. 
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Subject: THE RTG SHOWS RENEWED INTEREST IN GATT A MINISTRY OF COMMERCE OFFICIAL HAS CONFIRMED PRESS REPORTS THAT 
THE RTG NOW INTENDS TO JOIN GATT. 
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